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Top 25 Lists:  
Monitoring the Status of Alaska Fishing Communities, 1980 - 2010 
Commercial	  fishing	  provides	  social	  and	  economic	  benefits	  for	  hundreds	  of	  communities	  across	  
Alaska,	  with	  dozens	  of	  species	  being	  harvested	  commercially.	  The	  state's	  fisheries	  are	  complex,	  
with	  the	  species	  mix,	  vessels	  and	  gear,	  environmental	  conditions,	  and	  socioeconomic	  
circumstances	  varying	  widely	  from	  one	  part	  of	  the	  state	  to	  another.	  And	  while	  the	  majority	  of	  
Alaska's	  fisheries	  continue	  to	  be	  successfully	  managed	  for	  sustainable	  harvests,	  fishing	  
communities	  face	  a	  number	  of	  challenges,	  including	  changing	  market	  conditions,	  volatile	  
catches	  and	  stock	  dynamics,	  changes	  in	  fishery	  regulations,	  redistribution	  of	  access	  rights,	  and	  
climate	  change.	  
	  
In	  recent	  work	  funded	  by	  the	  North	  Pacific	  Research	  Board	  (NPRB),	  researchers	  at	  ISER,	  Alaska	  
Pacific	  University,	  and	  California	  Polytechnic	  State	  University	  used	  data	  from	  the	  state	  
Commercial	  Fisheries	  Entry	  Commission,	  the	  Alaska	  Division	  of	  Community	  and	  Regional	  Affairs,	  
and	  the	  U.S.	  Bureau	  of	  the	  Census	  to	  develop	  a	  set	  of	  metrics	  to	  reflect	  the	  status	  of	  fishing	  
communities—including	  information	  about	  the	  performance	  of	  commercial	  fisheries,	  the	  
intensity	  of	  fishing	  as	  an	  occupation,	  fishermen	  experience,	  and	  vessel	  characteristics,	  among	  
others	  factors.	  They	  used	  those	  measures	  to	  compare	  conditions	  in	  specific	  fishing	  communities	  
and	  to	  assess	  statewide	  trends	  in	  community	  status	  across	  a	  30-­‐year	  period	  (1980	  to	  2010).	  
They	  believe	  these	  measures	  can	  be	  used	  and	  updated	  over	  time	  to	  help	  regulatory	  agencies	  
and	  Alaska	  communities	  better	  understand	  and	  deal	  with	  the	  challenges	  ahead.	  
	  
The	  first	  paper	  from	  this	  work—by	  Suresh	  Andrew	  Sethi	  of	  Alaska	  Pacific	  University,	  William	  
Riggs	  of	  California	  Polytechnic	  State	  University,	  and	  Gunnar	  Knapp	  of	  ISER—is	  being	  published	  
in	  Ocean	  and	  Coastal	  Management	  in	  February	  2014;	  see	  
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0964569113002883.	  A	  second	  paper	  is	  
forthcoming.	  	  	  
	  
As	  one	  part	  of	  that	  research,	  on	  the	  following	  pages	  we	  present	  lists	  of	  the	  Top	  25	  Alaska	  
fishing	  communities,	  under	  six	  measures,	  by	  decade	  for	  the	  past	  three	  decades.	  The	  complete	  


























































































































































25 Alaska Fishing Communities with the Largest Populations, 1980 - 2010*






1981 1990 2000 2009
Annual Average, 1980 -1990 Annual Average, 1991 - 2000 Annual Average, 2001 - 2010
*Fishing communities are dened as those where owners of commercial shing permits declare their residence and that derive economic or social benets from shing.
Source: “Metrics to monitor the status of shing communities: an Alaska state of the state retrospective, 1980-2010,” by Suresh Andrew Sethi, William Riggs,and Gunnar Knapp, in Ocean and Coastal Management, Volume 88, February 2014























































































































































25 Alaska Communities with the Most Commercial Fishing Permits, 1980 - 2010*





1981 1990 2000 2009
Total Permits in 251 Communities*
*Communities with the most commercial shing permits are based on where the permit holders declare residence; one person may own permits in multiple sheries.
Source: “Metrics to monitor the status of shing communities: an Alaska state of the state retrospective, 1980-2010,” by Suresh Andrew Sethi, William Riggs,and Gunnar Knapp, in Ocean and Coastal Management, Volume 88, February 2014























































































































































Annual Average, 1980 -1990 Annual Average, 1991 - 2000 Annual Average, 2001 - 2010
25 Alaska Communities with the Largest Number of Active Commercial Fisheries, 1980 - 2010*
*Active commercial sheries by community is the total number of sheries in which resident permit holders make landings. Keep in mind that the gures are based on where the permit holders declare residence (which may or 
may not be in proximity to the areas where they sh).























































































































































25 Alaska Communities with the Highest Gross Revenues from Fishing, 1980 - 2010*
Total Gross Revenues in 147 Communities*
(In Millions of $2010)
1981 1990 2000 2009
Annual Average, 1980 -1990
(In Millions of $2010)
Annual Average, 1991- 2000
(In Millions of $2010)
Annual Average, 2001 - 2010
(In Millions of $2010)
*Communities with the highest gross revenues from shing are based on where the permit holders declare residence. These revenues include only the value of catches landed at Alaska ports; they do not include the value 
of catches from the federally managed groundsh sheries that are not landed at Alaska ports.
Source: “Metrics to monitor the status of shing communities: an Alaska state of the state retrospective, 1980-2010,” by Suresh Andrew Sethi, William Riggs,and Gunnar Knapp, in Ocean and Coastal Management, Volume 88, February 2014 
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25 Alaska Communities with the Largest Number of Active Permit Holders Per Capita*
Annual Average, 1980 -1990 Annual Average, 1991 - 2000 Annual Average, 2001 - 2010
Permit Holders per Capita in 214 Communities*
n: 214




*The number of active permit holders, divided by the population of the community where they declare residence. Many of the top communities have very small populations, and most residents sh. 
Source: “Metrics to monitor the status of shing communities: an Alaska state of the state retrospective, 1980-2010,” by Suresh Andrew Sethi, William Riggs,and Gunnar Knapp, in Ocean and Coastal Management, Volume 88, February 2014























































































































































25 Alaska Communities with Longest Average Vessel Length, 1980 - 2010*
(Among Communities with at Least 10 Registered Vessels)
Annual Average, 1980 -1990
(Length In Feet)
Annual Average, 1991 - 2000
(Length in Feet)
Annual Average, 2001 - 2010
(Length in Feet)
*Communities where the permit holders who own the vessels declare residence.
Source: “Metrics to monitor the status of shing communities: an Alaska state of the state retrospective, 1980-2010,” by Suresh Andrew Sethi, William Riggs,and Gunnar Knapp, in Ocean and Coastal Management, Volume 88, February 2014 
